


Human Rights: Legislation Review

What is the Genocide Convention Document?

- a document adopted by the UN on 11 December 1946 that declared that
genocide is a crime under international law

When did the US ratify this document?
- 1988
What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

- standard document that sets out, for the first time, fundamental human
rights to be universally protected.

When and why was the UDHR published?

- 1948; written in response to the atrocities of the Holocaust



Who coined the term
genocide®e

Raphael Lemkin —

Lemkin was a Polish-Jewish legal scholar who had fled Nazi-
occupied Poland and arrived in the United States in 1941

Was horrified by the atrocities of the Armenian genocide and
how the crime was being repeated during the Holocaust

He began to fight to give the “crime without a name” a name
and fought to make this crime punishable under international
law



What is genocide?

The term “genocide” was created during the Holocaust and declared an
international crime in the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The Convention defines genocide as any of
the following acts committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such:

a. Kiling members of the group;

b. Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

c. Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

d. Imposing measures infended to prevent births within the group;

e. Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

The “intent to destroy” particular groups is unique to the definition of genocide. A
closely related category of international law—"*crimes against humanity”—is
defined as widespread or systematic

aftacks against civilians.



Ten Stages of Genocide

ldentifying warning signs of genocide can
be an effective tool in genocide
prevention

The first SEVEN stages are warning signs



FRER NN RN N AN NN RN NN AR RN RRRRNARRRRRRNRRRRENNE

SEVEN Stages

Classification
Symolization
Discrimination
Dehumanization
Organization
Polarization

Preparation

Persecution

Extermination

Denial




How? .... Why? ... ?2?

So ... HOW, then, if these are

, do sifuations
contfinue to escalate info full
blown genocidese

— note to self: go to 1:10:50


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7cZuhqSzzc
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Classification:







For Discussion:

In what are ways do we, as individuals,
classify groups in our society today?

In United States history, how and why has
our government classified groups?

Does our government classify people in
groups today?
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Do any of the groups we identified
when talking about classification,
have any symbols which identify them
or make them stand out as different
from the rest of society?



Discrimination

A dominant group uses law, custom, and political
power to deny the rights of other groups.

The powerless group may not be accorded full civil
rights or even citizenship.
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Denial of Citizenship to the Rohingya Muslim minority in Burma
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8 Why is it necessary for a dominant power
| to dehumanize the victims of genocide?

Why would it be impossible for a genocide
to be successful without this stage?




Organization
Genocide is always organized, usually by the
state
Genocide is systematic and planned

Special army units or militias are organized and
armed (often uses militias or groups of people

to provide deniability of state responsibility —i.e.
the Janjaweed in Darfur)

Financial and military logistics are mapped out
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Organization — The Holocaust
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Preparation

National or perpetrator group leaders plan the “Final
Solution” to the Jewish, Armenian, Tutsi, or other targeted

group “question.”

Often cloak intfentions with euphemisms, referring to their
goals as “ethnic cleansing,” “purification,” or “counter-
terrorism.”

They build armies, buy weapons, and train their froops
and milifias.

They continue to build the fear of the victim group: i.e. “If
we don't kill the, they will kill us.”



Wannsee Conference, Berlin, January 20,
1942

Leaders met at this concference to
discuss how to best eradicate the world of
the “Jewish problem”

Was supposed to be held on 7. Dec. 1941
— Ccan anyone guess why it was moved?
Bombing of Pearl Harbor
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Taliban training camp

and

Taliban “Children of
God" —

Children as young as
five years are trained
to be soldiers — more

feared than adults.
Why?¢




Persecution

Victims are identified
and separated out

or religious identity (i.e. [
sent to ghettoes, =
concentration camps,
or famine-struck areas
to starve

Property often
expropriated

A Ry L A P I - -
. Armenian Genocide, 1915-1917
- Death lists are created. | !
* Genocidal massacres begin.
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Assuming that at this stage, the
world cannot help but notice that
the victimized group is being forced

‘S from their homes in preparation to be

slaughtered, why wouldn’t this be the
stage where every genocide ends?




Extermination-mass killing
of group begins
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Think about the psychological
factors that would contribute to the
effectiveness of the denial.

How could someone who witnessed
or took part in a genocide come

to believe that a genocide had not
occurred?



Smallest Witnesses


https://www.ushmm.org/confront-genocide/cases/sudan/sudan-video-gallery/smallest-witnesses

